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EXPLAINING & DEFINING 

A. Study the following examples: 

Expressions of defining Examples 
mean  Microfinance means supporting a small business through a 

small and informal one-time loan.  
refer to  Global warming refers to the continuing increase in the Earth's 

temperature which results in climate change.  
can be defined as  Bullying can be defined as violent behaviour directed at another 

person especially in schools.  
be  A genius is someone with an amazing mental or creative ability. 
stand for  UNESCO stands for United Nations Educational, Scientific, 

and Cultural Organization.  
Can be described as  Citizenship can be described as the status of being a citizen of 

a state with rights to enjoy and duties to perform. 
Practice  
B. Match a part in A with a part in B.  

? A B 
___ 1. Capital punishment can 

be defined as 
a. Fédération Internationale de Football, Association. 

___ 2. A school dropout refers b. is any activity that involves doing something that 
benefits the local community without getting paid. 

___ 3. An endangered species 
can be described 

c. the sentence of death for a crime. 

___ 4. FIFA stands for d. to someone who has left an educational institution 
without completing the course. 

___ 5. Voluntary work e. as a group of animals or plants in danger of 
becoming extinct. 

C. Fill in each gap with an appropriate word from the list.  
defined - stands - called - means - refers - describe 

1. Sustainable development ........................ development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  

2. Nanotechnology is a term used to ........................ the study of extremely small things.  
3. Culture ........................ to the systems of knowledge shared by a relatively large group of 

people. 
4. Brain drain is ........................ in Oxford dictionary as the movement of highly skilled 

people to a country where they can work in better conditions and earn more money. 
5. Vocational education, also ........................ vocational training, is training for a specific 

profession in industry, agriculture or trade.  
6. The WHO........................ for the World Health Organization. 

D. Define the following terms:  
1. NGO……………..………………………………………………………………. 
2. Brain Drain………………………………………………………………………. 
3. Global Warming…………………………………………………………………. 
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Defining 
A.  
1. c  
2. d  
3. e  
4. a  
5. b 
B.  
1. means  
2. describe  
3. refers  
4. defined  
5. called  
6. stands 
C. 

1. stands  
2. refers  
3. means  
4. defined  
5. is  
6. described 

 




