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EXPRESSING CAUSE & REASON 
Connectors of cause are used to express the reason for doing something. The most 

common expressions are: 
because  Maria passed the exam easily because she had prepared well for it.  

Because Maria had prepared well for the exam, she passed it easily.  
as Maria passed the exam easily as she had prepared well for it.  
since  Since Maria had prepared well for the exam, she passed it easily.  
because of  Maria passed the exam easily because of her good preparation for it.  
due to  Due to her good preparation, Maria passed the exam easily.  
owing to  Owing to her good preparation, Maria passed the exam easily.  

Owing to the fact that Maria had prepared well for the exam, she passed it 
easily.  

thanks to  Thanks to her good preparation, Maria passed the exam easily.  
Practice 

A. Underline the correct answer. 
1. Ali had to stay in hospital as/because of his illness was serious.  
2. Thanks to/Since the literacy classes she has taken, my grandmother can now read and 

write.  
3. Air pollution is increasing mainly owing to/because factories continue to produce 

smoke.  
4. As/Because of global warming, the world climate has changed considerably.  
5. Generally, road accidents are since/due to drivers' carelessness.  
6. Thousands of people are driven out of their homes owing to/due to the fact civil wars 

in any parts of the world.  
B. Fill in the gaps with the most appropriate words from the list.  

owing to the fact - because - because of - due to - thanks to 
1. The teacher rewarded Aziza ………… she did a nice project.  
2. ………… his parents' care and encouragement, Soufien has received a good 

education.  
3. Last winter, many flights at Heathrow airport were cancelled ………… bad weather.  
4. The wedding party was delayed ………… that the couple had financial problems.  
5. Many Moroccan families have returned to Morocco from Syria ………… the conflict 

there.  
Self-test 

C. Join the pairs of sentences with the linking words given. Make any necessary 
changes.  

1. Tom and his wife needed more money. They decided to work over time. (because) 
2. Jamila did not attend the meeting. Her son was ill. (due to the fact that) 
3. Souad did not come to the show. She was sick. (because of) 
4. Mr. Ferguson's car broke down on the way. He was late for work. (as) 
5. Great efforts were made by the municipality. Our city has become cleaner.(thanks to) 
6. Our local council is very active. Our city is clean and safe. (since) 
7. Taoufik had family problems. He couldn't concentrate on his work. (due to) 
8. Hind managed to get the first prize. She made great efforts. (thanks to) 
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Cause & Reason  
A.  

1. as  
2. Thanks to  
3. Because  
4. Because of  
5. Due to  
6. Owing to 

B.  
1. because  
2. Thanks to  
3. due to  
4. owing to the fact  
5. because of/due to 

C.  
1. Tom and his wife decided to work over time because they needed more money. 

Because Tom and his wife needed more money, they decided to work over time.  
2. Jamila did not attend the meeting due to the fact that her son was ill. 

Due to the fact that her son was ill, Jamila did not attend the meeting. 
3. Souad did not come to the show because of her sickness. 

Because of her sickness, Souad did not come to the show.  
4. As Mr. Ferguson's car broke down on the way, he was late for work.  
5. Thanks to the great efforts made by the municipality, our city has become cleaner.  

Our city has become cleaner thanks to the great efforts made by the municipality.  
6. Since our local council is very active, our city is clean and safe.  
7. Taoufik couldn't concentrate on his work due to his family problems. 

Due to his family problems, Taoufik couldn't concentrate on his work.  
8. Thanks to her great efforts, Hind managed to get the first prize. 

Hind managed to get the first prize thanks to her great efforts. 

  




