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EXPRESSING PURPOSE 
Connectors of purpose are used to say why someone does something. The most 

common expressions for purpose are: 
to  We’re going out to get some fresh air.  
so as (not) to  I go jogging every morning so as to stay in shape.  

Kyra decided to go on a diet so as not to become overweight.  
in order (not) to  Carl phoned his parents in order to tell them the good news.  

Sandra took a taxi in order not to be late for work.  
so that  He works overtime so that he can make more money to buy a new car. 

She walked in quietly so that her parents wouldn’t hear her.  
in case I’ll take some cash in case the shops don’t accept credit cards.  
for  They went to an Indian restaurant for dinner.  

Practice 
A. Underline the correct answer. 
1. He went to the bank so that/to get some money.  
2. They walked slowly on the ice so as to/ so as not to slip and fall.  
3. She’s working very hard for/to the promotion.  
4. We sat near the door in order to/ so that we could leave early.  
5. The mother closed the door quietly in order not to/in order to wake her baby up.  
6. Take an umbrella in case/so that it rains there.  
7. We went to the park for/so as to a walk.  
8. She put the keys in her handbag in case/so that she wouldn’t forget them.  
B. Join the pairs of sentences with the linking words given. Make any necessary 

changes.  
1. Many people learn computer skills. They want to get better jobs. (so as to) 
2. Taoutik joined his friends on Facebook. He wanted to share his new photos with them. 

(in order to) 
3. Please come early. We may want to start the meeting at 8:30. (in case)  
4. He avoided sugary food. He didn’t want to get fat. (so that) 
5. Our team trained hard. They had to play the final match. (for) 
6. I answered the questions on the test very carefully. I didn’t want to make any 

mistakes. (in order not) 
7. He’s learning Spanish. He wants to be able to communicate with his Spanish wife. (so 

that)  
Self-test 

C. Join the pairs of sentences with the linking words given. Make any necessary 
changes.  

1. The local authorities opened new schools. They wanted to serve their community 
better. (in order to) 

2. We rarely play music at night. We don’t want to disturb our neighbours. (so as not) 
3. Adil worked in the evenings. He wanted to save money to buy a computer. (so that) 
4. Anass was waiting for his teacher. He thought she would need his help. (in case) 
5. The government has launched a project. They want to reduce illiteracy rates. (in order 

to) 
6. Najib and his friends collected money. They had a tree-planting project at school. (for) 
7. My brother came home early. He didn’t want to miss the football match. (so that)  
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Purpose 
A.  

1. to  
2. so as not to  
3. for  
4. so that  
5. in order not to  
6. in case  
8. for  
9. so that 

B.  
1. Many people learn computer skills so as to get better jobs.  
2. Taoufik joined his friends on Facebook in order to share his new photos with them.  
3. Please come early in case we want to start the meeting at 8:30.  
4. He avoided sugary food so that he wouldn't get fat.  
5. Our team trained hard for the final match.  
6. I answered the questions on the test very carefully in order not to make any mistakes.  
7. He's learning Spanish so that he can communicate with his Spanish wife. 

C.  
1. The local authorities opened new schools in order to serve their community better.  
2. We rarely play music at night so as not to disturb our neighbours.  
3. Adil worked in the evenings so that he would/could save money to buy a computer.  
4. Anass was waiting for his teacher in case she needed his help.  
5. The government has launched a project in order to reduce illiteracy rates.  
6. Najib and his friends collected money for a tree-planting project at school.  
7. My brother came home early so that he wouldn't miss the football match. 

  




