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REPORTED SPEECH (2) QUESTIONS 

When we report what other people said to us, we usually change direct speech into indirect/reported 
speech. When we do this, a number of changes occur especially when the reporting verb refers to the past.  
WH- Questions 

Direct Question Reported Question 
Where is the Post Office, please? She asked me where the Post Office was. 
What are you doing? She asked me what I was doing. 
Who was that fantastic man? She asked me who that fantastic man had been. 

YES/NO Questions 
 Direct Question Reported Question 

Do you love me? He asked me if I loved him. 
Have you ever been to Mexico? She asked me if I had ever been to Mexico. 
Are you living here? She asked me if I was living here. 

Practice  
A. Rewrite the questions in reported speech.  
1. “Where do you live?'
 I asked her ………………………………………………………………………
2. “Do you know how to install an antivirus”
 The shop assistant asked Mike ………………………………………………….
3. “Why didn't you come to the meeting yesterday”
 The manager asked Catherine …………………………………………………..
4. “Will you travel abroad this summer”
 They asked us …………………………………………………………………..
5. "How much did your car cost you?”
 She wanted to know …………………………………………………………….
B. Rewrite these sentences in direct speech. 
1. “…………………………………………?” the officer asked me.
 The officer asked me how old I was.
2. “…………………………………………?” Youssef asked Driss.
 Youssef wanted to know if Driss had enjoyed the party.
3. “…………………………………………?”the Smiths asked me.
 The Smiths wanted to know how long I was staying in London.
4. “…………………………………………?” Gary asked Mary.
 Gary asked Mary if she could play the guitar.
5. “…………………………………………?”the secretary asked me.
 The secretary wanted to know how many children I had.

Self-test  
C. Rewrite the sentences as suggested.   
1. “Do we need a lot of money for the project?” some villagers asked the manager.
 Some villagers asked …………………………………………………………………..
2. “How can you remember all these phone numbers?” I asked Tom.
 I asked Tom ……………………………………………………………………………
3. “Will the students take part in the sports competition, Mrs. Brown?”
 The headmaster asked Mrs. Brown …………………………………………………….
4. “Where can I find a gas station?” The woman asked.
 The woman wanted to know ………………………………………………………….
5. “Are you going to Peter's party on Saturday?” Jim asked Pamela
 Jim asked Pamela ……………………………………………………………………..
6. “Why did you tell Mark?”
 He asked me …………………………………………………………………………..
7. “Did you see Brad Pitt's latest film on MBC2?” Hakim asked his friends.
 Hakim asked his friends ………………………………………………………………
8. “When can I meet with the boss?” the inspector asked the secretary.
 The inspector wanted to know…………………………………………………………
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Reported Speech (2): Questions  
A.  

1. l. I asked her where she lived.  
2. The shop assistant asked Mike if/whether he knew how to install an antivirus.  
3. The manager asked Catherine why she hadn't come to the meeting the day before/the 

previous day.  
4. They asked us if/whether we would travel abroad that summer.  
5. She wanted to know how much my/our car had cost me/us.  

B.  

1. How old are you  
2. Did you enjoy the party?  
3. How long are you staying in London?  
4. Can you play the guitar?  
5. How many children do you have?  

C.  

1. Some villagers asked the manager if they needed a lot of money for the project.  
2. I asked Tom how he could remember all those phone numbers.  
3. The headmaster asked Mrs Brown if the students would take part in the sports competition.  
4. The woman wanted to know where she could find a gas station.  
5. Jim asked Pamela if she was going Peter's party on Saturday.  
6. He asked me why I had told Mark.  
7. Hakim asked his friends if they had seen Brad Pitt's latest film on MBC2.  
8. The inspector wanted to know when he could meet with the  

  




