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REPORTED SPEECH (3) REPORTING VERBS 

In addition to “say”, “tell” and “ask”, there are a number of reporting verbs, which give us a 
more exact meaning of the original words. The chart below shows some of the most common ones.  
admit  “Yes, it was me. I drank your juice.”  She admitted drinking his juice.  
advise “If I were you, I would cut down on 

cigarettes.”  
She advised him to cut down on cigarettes.  

apologise  “I'm really sorry for being late.”  She apologised for being late.  
ask  “Would you mind closing the door?” She asked him to close the door.  
describe  “The thief is a tall man with dark 

hair.”  
She described the thief as a tall man with 
dark hair.  

offer  “That suitcase looks heavy, John. I'll 
help you with it.”  

She offered to help him with the suitcase.  

promise  “I'll never do it again.”  She promised not to do it again.  
remind  “Don't forget to do the shopping.”  She reminded him to do the shopping.  
suggest  “Why don't you see a dentist?”  She suggested that he should see a dentist.  

She suggested seeing a dentist.  
tell  “Go away.”  She told him to go away.  
warn “Don't go out alone at night. It's too 

dangerous.” 
She warned him about going alone at night.  
She warned him not to go alone at night.  

Practice  
A. Fill in each gap with an appropriate reporting verb from the list.  

reminded - warned - described - suggested - advised - promised 
1. “Morocco is a charming peaceful country.”  
 The tourist.............................. Morocco as a charming peaceful country.  
2. “Don't forget to turn the lights off.” 
 Mum .............................. me to turn the lights off.  
3. “Why don't we go out for a walk?”  
 My friend .............................. going out for a walk.  
4. “I'll buy you a laptop after the exams.” 
 My father.............................. to buy me a laptop after the exams.  
5. “Why don't you go to the Hotel Ritz? They have the best rooms.” 
 The tour guide .............................. us to go to the Hotel Ritz.  
6. “Don't go near the river because it's dangerous.” 
 The lifeguard .............................. us not to go near the river.  

Self-test  
B. Rewrite the sentences beginning with the words given.   
1. “I will take her suggestions into consideration,” Jack said.  
 Jack promised ……………………………………………………………………… 
2. “You’d better consult a technician before buying the machine,” my neighbour told me.  
 My neighbour advised me ………………………………………………………….. 
3. “Let’s go to the cyber café this afternoon,” said my friend Fouad.  
 My friend Fouad suggested …………………………………………………………………. 
4.  “Could you please pick up the kids at twelve?” the husband said.  
 The husband asked his wife …………………………………………………………. 
5. “Don’t forget to buy some cakes for the party,” Betty told Susan.  
 Betty reminded Susan ……………………………………………………………….. 
6. “Please stop arguing and listen to me,” Mrs Williams said.  
 Mrs Williams told the two students …………………………………………………. 
7. “It was my fault, I didn't tell the boss,” said the secretary.  
 The secretary admitted……………………………………………………………….. 
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Reported Speech (3): Special Reporting Verb  
A.  

1. described  
2. reminded  
3. suggested  
4. promised  
5. advised  
6. warned 

B.  

1. Jack promised to take her suggestions into consideration. 
Jack promised that he would take her suggestions into consideration.  

1. 2. My neighbour advised me to consult a technician before buying the machine.  
2. My friend Fouad suggested going to the cyber café that afternoon. 

My friend Fouad suggested (that) we should go to the cyber café that afternoon. 
My friend Fouad suggested (that) we go to the cyber café that afternoon.  

5. The husband asked his wife to pick up the kids at twelve.  
6. Betty reminded Susan to buy some cakes for the party.  
7. Mrs. Williams told the two students to stop arguing and (to) listen to her.  
8. The secretary admitted not telling the boss. 

The secretary admitted that she hadn't told the boss. 
The secretary admitted not having told the boss. 

  




