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THE PASSIVE VOICE 
Use: We use the passive when who did the action  
- is not known (Kate's car was stolen.)  
- is not important (The victims were taken to hospital.)  
- is obvious (Our school was built in 1990.)  
NB. The impersonal use of the passive is often used in mass media.  
(It was reported that 20 people died in the explosion.)  

Form:  
Active: Someone stole Kate’s car. 
 
 
Passive: Kate’s car was stolen. 
 

 Present simple.  Is/are + P.P.  Past perfect.  had +been+ P.P. 

Ali writes an email.  An email is written by Ali. Ali had written an email. An email had been written by Ali. 

 Present continuous.  Is/are +being+ past participle.  Modals + infinitive  Modals+ be + P.P. 

Ali is writing an email. An email is being written by Ali. Ali will write an email. An email will be written by Ali. 

 Past simple.  was/were + past participle. Ali should write an email. An email should be written by Ali. 

Ali wrote an email. Ali was written by Ali.  Modals + have + P.P.  Modals+ have +been + P.P. 

 Past continuous.  was/were + being + P.P. Ali will have written an email. An email will have been written by Ali. 

Ali was writing an email. An email was being written by Ali. Ali should have written an email. An email should have been written by Ali. 

 Present perfect.  Has/have +been+ P.P.  Past perfect.  had +been+ P.P. 

Ali has written an email.  An email has been written by Ali. Ali had written an email. An email had been written by Ali. 

Practice  
A. Rewrite the sentences beginning with the words given.  
1. A multinational company offered Leila a good job.  
 Leila ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
2. The local authorities build a new school every five years.  
 A new school ………………………………………………………………………….……… 
3. The company wilt test a new data system.  
 A new data system ……………………………………………………………….…………… 
4. The association has funded many social projects.  
 Many social projects ……………………………………………………………..……………. 
5. Candidates must send their applications before the end of June.  
 The applications ……………………………………………………………………………… 
B. Rewrite these passive sentences in the active. 
1. The project work must be handed in after the 

vacation.  
 …………………………………………… 
2. Facebook was created by Mark Zuckerberg.  
 ……………………………………………… 
3. A new hospital will be built in the city.  
 …………………………………………..… 

4. A new contract has been negotiated by the two 
partners.  

 ……………………………………………… 
5. It is expected that FC Barcelona will win the 

match tomorrow.  
 ……………………………………………… 

Self-test  
C. Rewrite the following sentences using an appropriate modal auxiliary.   
1. Muslims celebrate Aid Al-fitre on the 1st of Choual.  
 Aid Al-fitre………………………………………………………………………….……… 
2. The committee selected two films for an international festival. 
 Two films ………………………………………………………………………….……… 
3. Scientists have recently discovered a new vaccine for H1N1.  
 A new vaccine for H1N1……………………………………………………………….……… 
4. 4. People should avoid excessive use of the Internet.'  
 Excessive use of the Internet………………………………………………………….……… 
5. The local council will build a new school in our area. 
 A new school………………………………………………………………………….……… 
6. A Moroccan association built a school for disabled children in our society. 
 A school for disabled children………………………………………………………………… 
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The Passive Voice  
A.  

1. Leila was offered a good job by a multinational company.  
2. A new school is built by the local authorities every five years.  
3. A new data system will be tested by the company.  
4. Many social projects have been funded by the association.  
5. The applications must be sent (by candidates) before the end of June.  

B.  

1. You/They must hand in the project work after the vacation.  
2. Mark Zuckerberg created Facebook.  
3. They will build a new hospital in the city. 
4. The two partners have negotiated a new contract.  
5. They expect FC Barcelona to win the match tomorrow./They expect FC Barcelona will win 

the match tomorrow. 

C.  

1. Aid Alfitre is celebrated (by Muslims) on the 1st of Choual.  
2. Two films were selected (by the committee) for an international festival.  
3. A new vaccine for H1N1 has recently been discovered (by scientists).  
4. Excessive use of the Internet should be avoided.  
5. A new school will be built by the council in our area.  
6. A school for disabled children was built by a Moroccan association in our city.  

  




