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VERB PATTERNS (INFINITIVE OR GERUND) 
In English, verbs, prepositions and some expressions can take one or more of these patterns: the full 
infinitive (to do), the bare infinitive (do) or the -ing form (doing). 

Verbs and modal verbs followed by the bare infinitive 
can, could, feel, had better, hear, let, make , may, might, must, see, shall, should, will, would, 
would rather  
Verbs followed by the to-infinitive  
advise, afford, agree, allow, appear, ask, claim, decide, deserve, expect, hope, learn, manage, 
offer, plan, pretend, promise, refuse, seem, want, would hate/like/love/prefer 
Verbs followed by the -ing form  
admit, avoid, begin, consider, deny, dislike, enjoy, fancy, finish, hate, imagine, keep, like, look 
forward to, love, mind, miss, practise, prefer, recommend, risk, start, suggest  
Verbs followed by the to-infinitive or the -ing with no change in meaning  
begin, continue, dislike, hate, intend, like, love, start  
Verbs followed by the to-infinitive or the -ing with a change in meaning  
be sorry, forget, go on, mean, regret, remember, stop, try  
Expressions followed by the -ing form  
be busy, be used to, can't help, can't stand, feel like, get used to, have difficulty, it's no good, it's 
no use, it's worth, there's no point 

Practice  
A. Fill in each gap with an appropriate word or phrase from the list.  
1. I can ..................... Amazigh, but I can't write It.  

speak - to speak - speaking 
2. Try to avoid ..................... food that contains too much fat.  

eat - to eat - eating 
3. I would love ..................... to your party, but I'm just too busy.  

come - to come - coming 
4. Your last results weren't satisfactory, you'd better ..................... harder.  

work - to work - working 
5. I suggest ..................... your website to make it more attractive.  

update - to update - updating 
6. Latifa will join us for dinner when she finishes ..................... the baby.  

feed - to feed - feeding   
B. Find the mistake in each sentence and correct it.  
1. Why don't you to apply for the job? It's quite interesting.  
2. I've decided taking up fishing. It's a relaxing hobby.  
3. I'm sorry hear that. I sympathize with you.  
4. The doctor advised Neil eat more fruits and vegetables.  
5. I'd prefer eating at home tonight rather than go to a restaurant.  
6. Mum might need some help with the cooking. Let's to give her a hand.  

Self-test  
C. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form, infinitive or -ing.   
1. You've lost too much weight, I recommend you .............................. (see) a doctor.  
2. I don't feel like .............................. (do) any work this afternoon. I just want to relax  
3. Don't forget.............................. (give) me a call when you get home.  
4. I must.............................. (leave) now or I'll be late again.  
5. Do you enjoy .............................. (read) mystery or science fiction books?  
6. My aunt promised .............................. (call) me when she gets to Amsterdam.  
7. Whenever I see this film, I can't help .............................. (laugh).  
8. My parents never make me .............................. (do) what I don't want to.  
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Verb Patterns (infinitive or -ing?)  
A.  

1. speak  
2. eating  
3. to come  
4. work  
5. updating  
6. feeding  

B.  

1. to apply = apply  
2. taking = to take  
3. hear = to hear  
4. eat = to eat  
5. eating = to eat  
6. to give = give  

C.  

1. see  
2. doing  
3. to give  
4. leave  
5. reading  
6. to call  
7. laughing  
8. do  

  




