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WISHES & REGRET 

We can use “wish” or “if only” to indicate that the speaker wants reality to be different in the 

present, the future or the past. 
 Reality Wish / Regret 

P
resen

t 

I have to go to the dentist tomorrow.  
I wish I didn’t have to go to the dentist tomorrow.  

If only I didn’t have to go to the dentist tomorrow.  

Pat can’t answer the question.  
Pat wishes she could answer the question.  

If only Pat could answer the question.  

P
ast 

I forgot my sister’s birthday.  
I wish I hadn’t forgotten my sister’s birthday.  

If only I hadn’t forgotten my sister’s birthday.  

Jack didn’t revise well for the test.  
Jack wishes he had revised well for the test.  

If only Jack had revised well for the test. 

Practice  

A. Match real situation (1 – 5) from A with wishes (a – e) from B.  

B. Rewrite the sentences beginning with the words given 

1. It’s a pity you didn’t take part in the school competition.  

❖ I wish ……………………………………………………………………….…………… 

2. What a pity! I didn’t send them the message on time.  

❖ If only ……………………………………………………………………….…………… 

3. Saïda left school at an early age.  

❖ The teacher wishes ……………………………………………………………………….. 

4. I can’t see my friends while chatting because I don’t have a webcam.  

❖ If only ……………………………………………………………………….…………… 

5. John didn’t follow his father’s advice about high studies.  

❖ John wishes ……………………………………………………………………….……… 

6. David didn’t save enough money to buy a new computer. 

❖ David wishes ……………………………………………………………………….…… 

Self-test  

C. Rewrite the sentences beginning with the words given.   

1. Brahim didn’t attend last year’s computer classes.  

❖ Brahim wishes ……………………………………………………………………….… 

2. I can’t watch this film because I don’t have a DVD player.  

❖ If only ……………………………………………………………………….………… 

3. Rogers lost all his money in the lottery the other day.  

❖ Rogers wishes ……………………………………………………………………….… 

4. It’s a pity I didn’t study Biology.  

❖ I wish …………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. I regret having accepted my first cigarette.  

❖ If only I ……………………………………………………………………….………… 

6. It’s a pity Ibrahim does not revise his lessons regularly.  

❖ The teacher wishes ……………………………………………………………………….. 

7. Mounir dropped out of school at an early age.  

❖ Mounir wishes ……………………………………………………………………….… 

? A B 

… 1. I don’t visit my grandparents very often.  a. I wish I hadn’t.  

… 2. I can’t tell you. It’s a secret.  b. I wish I did. 

… 3. I didn’t know you were back in town.  c. I wish I didn’t 

… 4. I told him you were coming.  d. I wish I had.  

… 5. I have to get up early tomorrow.  e. I wish I could. 
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Wishes & Regrets  

A.  

1. b. I wish I did.  
2. e. I wish I could.  
3. d. I wish I had.  
4. a. I wish I hadn't.  
5. c. I wish I didn't.  

B.  

1. I wish you had taken part in the school competition.  
2. If only I had sent them the message on time.  
3. The teacher wishes Saida hadn't left school at an early age.  
4. If only I had a webcam. I could see my friends while chatting.  
5. John wishes he had followed his father's advice about high studies.  
6. David wishes he had saved enough money to buy a new computer.  

C.  

1. Brahim wishes he had attended last year's computer classes.  
2. If only I had a DVD player. I could watch this film.  
3. Rogers wishes he hadn't lost all his money in the lottery the other day.  
4. I wish I had studied Biology.  
5. If only I hadn't accepted my first cigarette.  
6. The teacher wishes Ibrahim revised his lessons regularly.  
7. Mounir wishes he hadn't dropped out of school at an early age.  

  




