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READING COMPREHENSION - CITIZENSHIP 
A. Read the text and answer the following question : 

o What are the main reason behind crime and delinquency? 
Morocco's rising crime rate has left many city dwellers1, especially women, 

worried about their personal safety. Despite stepped-up security measures, people, 
particularly urban women, continue to express concerns about the increase in crime.  

Houda Chtioui, a student, said she is afraid every time she returns to her home in 
Temara. She has already been mugged 2 twice. "Luckily, on both occasions, I was able 
to get away, because I gave them my bag without putting up any resistance," she said. 
'The hardest thing is when you have to get new documents to replace the ones that were 
in your bag, such as your national ID card."  

Farida T. was attacked six months ago in broad daylight in the working-class 
district of Yacoub El Mansour in Rabat while waiting for the bus. The 25-year-old has 
a large scar3 on her right arm. She said she regrets resisting her attacker before giving 
him a bracelet and gold rings. "What shocked me most of all was the passive attitude of 
the two young people who were standing next to me and who just looked on without 
doing anything," she said, tearfully. "They said they were afraid the criminal would stab 
them with his knife. 

One Rabat police officer claimed that poverty is one of the main reasons why 
young people turn to crime and delinquency4. "Drug abuse also tends to cause attacks," 
he said. "When criminals get out of prison, most of them become repeat offenders in 
quite a professional way, and fail to integrate into the workforce." The police cannot be 
everywhere, and members of the public must be careful not to walk around in isolated 
areas in the evening," he added.  

Crime is a recurring source of concern in Moroccan society, and the government 
has set forth other plans to improve security on previous occasions. Sociologist Samira 
Kassimi said Morocco was seeing a rise in juvenile delinquency that encourages young 
people to get involved with drug use and crime. The government must tackle the growth 
of crime and use different techniques to anticipate changing crime patterns, said the 
sociologist. “The entire society must do something to curb the phenomenon,” she added. 
“We need to look at this from several angles, without forgetting the psychological 
aspect. We also need to get young people into jobs and help prisoners reintegrate once 
they've served5 their sentences so that they don't become repeat offenders.”  

Despite the concerns, there are bright spots in Morocco's overall crime situation. 
Interior Minister Cherkaoui told Parliament that Casablanca's crime rate had dropped 
7,52% the first three months of 2010, compared to the same period in 2009.  

Adapted from: http://magharebia.com/

1 People who live in a specified place. 
2 To mug : to attack someone in public. 
3 A mark left on the skin because of a wound. 
4 A minor crime, especially that committed by young people. 
5 To spend a period of time in prison. 



IMAM ALI HIGH SCHOOL/MR EL BAHI/READING COMPREHENSION - CITIZENSHIP 

F:\ONEDRIVE\MEN\CLASSES\2015-2016\2ND YEAR BAC\READING\READING COMPREHENSION - 
CITIZENSHIP.DOCX 

B. Answer these questions. 
1. How could Houda escape the muggers without being harmed?  
2. Why didn't the two young men help Farida when she was attacked?  
3. According to the police officer, what are the two main causes of the 

rising crime rates? 
C. Are these sentences true or false? Justify.  

1. Women in urban areas are more worried about the increase in crime.  
2. Society is successful in preventing ex-prisoners from going back into 

crime.  
3. The problem of the increase of crime in Morocco is getting worse. 

D. Complete these sentences.  
1. The police officer warns the public ………………… 
2. Samira Kassimi thinks everybody ………………. 

E. What do the underlined words in the text refer to?  
1. ones (§ 2): …………………………… 
2. them (§ 3): …………………………… 
3. they (§ 5): …………………………… 

F. Find in the text words that mean almost the same as:  
1. residents (§ l):…………………………… 
2. attacked (§ 2):…………………………… 
3. make better (§ 5):…………………………… 

G. Which of the following would be the best title for the text. Choose the 
most appropriate one.  
□ Crime rate worries Moroccan people  
□ Crime rate worries Moroccan men  
□ Crime rate worries Moroccan women 

H. Write a short paragraph answering the following question: 

 How does poverty increase the crime rate? 
___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________  
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Citizenship 

A.  

• Drug abuse and poverty. 

B.  

1. She gave them her bag without putting up any resistance. 

2. Because they were afraid the criminal would stab them with his knife. 

3. Poverty and drug abuse. 

C.  

1. True: People, particularly urban women, continue to express concerns about the increase 

in crime. 

2. False: Ex-prisoners fail to integrate into the workforce. 

3. False: Despite the concerns, there are bright spots in Morocco's overall crime situation.  

D. 

1. not to walk around in isolated areas in the evening. 

2. should do something to solve the problem. 

E. 

1. documents  
2. two young people  
3. prisoners 

 

F. 

1. dwellers  
2. mugged  
3. improve 

 

G. 

3. Crime rate worries Moroccan women 

 

  


