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CULTURAL ISSUES 
A. Read the text and answer the following question : 

o Whom did Zahia inherit the passion for fantasia from? 

Regarded as exclusively male, "Tbourida" or "fantasia" (horse-riding and 
shooting) now has its Moroccan women's teams. The "Tbourida" is a real physical 
challenge but not for Zahia Abou Layt. Seized by their passion for "fantasia", young 
Moroccan women, wearing pink clothes, ride their horses with rifles in hands for a 
breath-taking show. Despite the inconvenience of dust and heat, enthusiastic 
spectators impatiently wait for the entry of the women riders, those who steal the 
glory of the "fantasia" formerly limited to men. 

Moussem every year, is animated by the sounds of gun shot. People who are 
still attached to this cultural heritage flock to the town to applaud these knights riding 
their horses with pride and courage. The riders are granted an entry to the scene proper 
to stars thanks to the applause of the excited public. When they succeed a perfectly 
synchronized shooting, they are lengthily applauded. 

According to the head of the troupe, Zahia Abou Layt, the "fantasia" gives her 
incomparable feelings. Aged 21, Abou Layt has inherited her passion for "fantasia" 
from her father, as she used to observe him riding along with the members of his tribe, 
Oulad Oumrane. Her first experience with horse riding was at the age of 14. She 
begged her father to let her participate in the show, and since then has never quitted 
her horse. 

Being a teacher in the Haha region, her profession represents a handicap to 
practising her passion, as according to her "a good rider must be in perfect symbiosis 
with his horse ." This did not prevent her from leading her troupe last June in Dar 
Essalam during the National Fantasia Championship. "Nothing can prevent me from 
practising this ancestral heritage which I will undoubtedly transmit to my male and 
female children," affirmed Abou Layt. Meanwhile, she has indeed transmitted this 
fervour to her 14-year-old sister, who joined the troupe a year ago. 

Mustapha Abou Layt, Zahia's father, does not hide his satisfaction over his 
daughter's performances. For this farmer, who has no boys, the horse is an inestimable 
treasure and the "Tbourida" is a necessity ingrained in his family from father to son, 
and now to daughter. 

Adapted from: http://www.home-school.com
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B. Answer these questions.  
1. When did Zahia start riding horses? 
2. Who does Zahia teach fantasia to? 
3. How does Zahia's father feel about her?  

C. Pick out from the text expressions which show that:  
1. The conditions in the fantasia scene are not good. (parag. 1) 
2. Zahia is the leader of her team. (parag. 3) 
3. Zahia's job doesn't help her practise her passion. (parag. 4) 

D. Complete these sentences.  
1. The public applauds the women riders when they…………………… 
2. For Mustapha Abou Layt, fantasia is………………………………… 

E. What do the underlined words in the text refer to?  
1. those (§ 1):     …………………… 
2. him (§ 3):      …………………… 
3. this ancestral heritage (§ 4):  …………………… 

F. Find in the text words that mean almost the same as:  
1. love (§ 1):   …………………… 
2. enthusiastic (§ 2):  …………………… 
3. deeply-rooted (§ 5):  …………………… 

G. Choose the right answer from the list given. Tick () the appropriate 
box.  
□ Zahia Abou Layt's biography 
□ Fantasia art in Morocco 
□ Moroccan women horse riders 

H. Do you like horse-riding? And why?  
___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Cultural Issues 

A.  

1. … her father  

B.  

1. Zahia started riding horses when she was 14 years old. 

2. Zahia teaches fantasia to her 14-year-old sister. 

3. Zahia's father feels satisfied with her. 

C.  

1. inconvenience of dust and heat 

2. the head of the troupe 

3. her profession represents a handicap  

D. 

1. … succeed a perfectly synchronized shooting.  

2. … a necessity ingrained in his family. 

E. 

1. women riders  

2. Zahia's father  

3. fantasia/ Tbourida 

F. 

1. passion  

2. excited  

3. ingrained 

G. 

3. Moroccan women horse riders 

  


