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GIFTS OF YOUTH 
A. Read the text and answer the following question : 

o Where did Hamdane work? 

Many Moroccan students and schoolchildren work over the summer to fund the 
next year's studies. Coming mostly from families with limited incomes, they have to 
give up their holidays to take on small seasonal jobs. Some sell boxes of tissues in the 
main city streets or sweets and ice creams to children on the beaches. Others try to get 
a job with a local greengrocer or in a restaurant.  

There are schoolchildren like 14-year-old Hamid who, for seven years now, has 
had to be financially self-sufficient. He sells whatever he can carry on his back or in his 
arms: plastic bags, umbrellas, sweets, balloons and so on. “My Dad died when I was 
five,” he said. “My mum had to work as a cleaner in various houses. She couldn't meet 
all the family's needs. That's why I work over the summer; I don't want to give up on 
my studies. They'll help me to avoid being poor when I’m older,” he said with a broad 
smile. 

Like Hamid, 16-year-old Hiba C. puts her Moroccan biscuit-making skills to good 
use during the summer. She has managed to build up a small customer base who 
appreciates her pastry a lot. “My dad's a seasonal worker and mum's a housewife," she 
said. "Our finances are very limited. So I decided to take my future in my own hands, 
working during my free time. The holidays are a good time to make plenty of money. 
So my dad doesn't have to worry about the start of the new school year,” she announced 
proudly.  

Elsewhere, other young people whose families are better off financially also 
choose to do summer jobs. Their aim is often to enrich their personal experience and to 
prepare for future employment. This is the story for Hamdane Bouchouika, 18. For two 
years, he has worked the month of July as a cashier in a restaurant in Agadir. At first, 
his parents were astonished at his decision. But they were keen to encourage him. “My 
work has really built up my confidence over time. Plus, the money I get over this month 
means I can treat myself to a little time away in August," he said.  

Some university students work as secretaries for doctors or lawyers, replacing 
employees who are away on holiday, or just as baby-sitters or counsellors. This is the 
case of twenty-year-old Abdullah, who worked as a counsellor at a youth camp in 
Essaouira last summer. 

Sociologist Samira Kassimi says that Moroccan society is changing now that 
everyone – particularly in urban areas – has grasped the importance of education. More 
and more, parents are being convinced that working during holidays will teach their 
youngsters how to become more responsible. 

  Adapted from: http://magharebia.com/
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B. Answer these questions. 
1. Why has Hamid decided to work during the holidays?  
2. What benefits do children from richer families gain from working 

over the summer?  
3. According to Moroccan parents, how will working during the summer 

holidays be useful to their children? 
C. Are these sentences true or false? Justify.  

1. Hamid is going to leave school in order to get a job and help his 
family.  

2. Hiba’s customers like her biscuits. 
D. Complete the chart with the right information from the text.  

Name Type of work they do during the holiday 
Hamid Selling things like plastic bags, umbrellas, sweats, balloons and so on

Hiba 1. …………………………………………………………….. 

Hamdane 2. …………………………………………………………….. 

Abdullah 3. …………………………………………………………….. 

E. What do the underlined words in the text refer to?  
1. they (§ 1): …………………………… 
2. who (§ 2): …………………………… 
3. this month (§ 5): …………..………… 

F. Find in the text words that mean almost the same as:  
1. pay for (§ l):…………………………… 
2. talents (§ 3):…………………………… 
3. advisors (§ 5):…………………………… 

G. What is the main idea of the text?  
□ ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
H. Write a short paragraph answering the following question: 

 Should students work part-time during their college education? 
___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________  
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Gifts of Youth 

A.  

• … in a restaurant in Agadir. 

B.  

1. … because his father died when he was five and his mother couldn't meet all the family's 

needs.  

2. They enrich their personal experience and prepare for future employment. 

3. It will teach their youngsters how to become more responsible. 

C.  

1. False: I don't want to give up on my studies.  

2. True: .. a small customer base who appreciates her pastry a lot. 

D. 

1. selling biscuits. 

2. working as a cashier in a restaurant. 

3. working as a counsellor at a youth camp. 

E. 

1. Moroccan students and schoolchildren  

2. Hamid 

3. July 

F. 

1. fund  

2. skills 

3. counsellors 

G. 

• Moroccan students spend holidays working to support their school costs and gain 
confidence. 

 

 

 

  


