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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
A. Read the text and answer the following question : 

o What is Association Hadaf working on? 

As the international community marked World Day Against Child Labour on Thursday 
(June 12th), Moroccan Employment and Vocational Training Minister Jamal Aghmani noted 
Morocco's ongoing commitment to eradicating the phenomenon and building what he 
called a Morocco "worthy of its children". 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) launched the annual event in 2002 to call 
attention to the worldwide crisis. With the support of the ILO's Fighting Child Labour 
Program, a number of Morocco's ministries conducted a comprehensive study on the issue 
four years ago to identify the measures to be taken to deal with it. The study results helped 
Morocco prepare a national plan to save these 
"invisible children" .1n to addition two ILO child 
labour conventions which it had already ratified 
by 2001, Morocco enacted a new Labour Code 
which went into effect in June 2004. The new 
code prohibits employing children less than 15 
years of age, bans dangerous labour for all 
children under age 18 and provides for legal 
sanctions against employers who recruit children 
under the age of 15 to work. 

The law is not enough, however, without a comprehensive strategy to address the 
socio-economic factors which contribute to this phenomenon, said Ahmed Leqsiouer, an 
expert at the International Labour Bureau (BIT) in Morocco. “In addition to the growing 
poverty in rural areas, the general expenses allocated to curb child labour are still very little, 
foremost among which is attention for schooling. There are still 15 million children who 
don't go to school, including 600,000 children aged between 7 and 14 years. Of these 
children, 16% contribute to the family's income,” he said. This threatens the future of 
thousands of children by denying them the right to schooling and exposing them to all forms 
of dangers against their health, and their physical and psychological well-being. 

Morocco's comprehensive strategy to curb child labour involves improving rural 
education and living conditions as well as fighting adult illiteracy so that parents may 
understand the value of educating their children instead of exposing them to work at an early 
age. Indeed, an ILO-World Bank report published in 2005 said that Moroccan parents' level 
of education and access to water and electricity have a strong impact on whether rural 
children are forced to work or not. Legal prohibition by itself did not stop the child labour 
problem in Morocco, agrees Said Haida of Association Hadaf. “Therefore, we are working 
on organising awareness campaigns for parents in order to convince them of the need to look 
for other means for their children's future instead of making them work,” he claimed. 

         Adapted from: http://magharebia.com
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B. Answer these questions.  
1. When is World Day Against Child Labour celebrated?  
2. What were the results of the study used for? 
3. How does child labour affect the future of children?  

C. Are these sentences true or false? Justify.  
1. The new Labour Code is the first measure to fight child labour in 

Morocco. 
2. According to Ahmed Leqsiouer, the law is the only solution to combat 

child labour. 
3. Child labour in rural areas is affected by the living conditions and the 

parents' education. 
D. Complete these sentences.  

1. The International Labour Organization helped the Moroccan 
government 
to……………………………………………………..…… 

2. Morocco's plan to solve the problem of child labour 
includes…………………………………………………………. 

E. What do the underlined words in the text refer to?  
1. the phenomenon (paragraph 1): …………………………… 
2. which (paragraph 3): …………………………… 
3. them (paragraph 4): …………………………… 

F. Find in the text words that mean almost the same as:  
1. help (paragraph 2): …………………………… 
2. specialist (paragraph 3): …………………………… 
3. persuade (paragraph 4): …………………………… 

G. Which of the following would be the best title for the text? Choose the 
most appropriate one.  

1. Morocco determined to fight child labour 
2. World Bank helps Morocco with child labour 
3. Morocco marks World Day Against Child Labour 

H. Discuss the following question: 
 What do you think of child labour? And why? 

___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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International Organizations 

A.  

• … organising awareness campaigns for parents 

B.  

1. On June 12th . 

2. The results of the study were used to prepare a national plan to save working children 

from child labour. 

3. It denies them the right to schooling and exposes them to all forms of dangers. 

C.  

1. False: in addition to two ILO child labour conventions which it had already ratified 

2. False: the law is not enough 

3. True: parents' level of education and access to water and electricity have a strong impact 

on whether rural children are forced to work or not.  

D. 

1. … conduct a comprehensive study on child labour. 

2. … improving rural education and living conditions as well as fighting adult illiteracy 

E.  

1. child labour  

2. socio-economic factors  

3. their children 

F.  

1. support  

2. expert  

3. convince 

G.  

1. Morocco determined to fight child labour 

  


