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READING COMPREHENSION - SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
A. Read the text and answer the following question : 

o How did Snoussi describe Facebook? 
"Facebook has become the only way by which we can know what's going on 

around us," said Tunisian student Thamir Al-Ayyadi. Al-Ayyadi is one of a 
growing number of people worldwide who have come to rely on social media to 
find information and connect with others. Millions in the Maghreb are now using 
sites such as Facebook and YouTube. Facebook, for instance, has more than 1.3 
million users in Morocco alone. It is true that social media has also introduced 
new problems like isolation and internet addiction to the Maghreb. Nevertheless, 
as internet access continues to expand, social media certainly has a bright future 
in the region.  

Maghreb residents are pleased with this new connectivity. "Before, I used to 
be lonely," Moroccan IT worker Hamid Bekkali said. "Now I'm surrounded by 
acquaintances all the time." Some users note that long distances no longer separate 
residents of the internet's many virtual communities. "Thanks to the Internet, I 
now have friends in all Maghreb states, Europe and the US, though I have never 
been abroad," said Chrief Ould Moulay, who is 25 and works for a Mauritanian 
management company. 

However, social media may not have changed relationships for the better, 
notes Tunisian University professor Amel Grami, who conducted an in-depth 
study of Tunisian internet users. "It actually leads to the emergence1 of social 
diseases," she said. "A user would open accounts, under a girl's name and use her 
identity instead of his own," Grami said. "There are some who pretend to have 
problems, but they are just using that to become stars in the virtual world. 
Therefore, social media actually leads to the spread of social diseases," she added. 

Internet addiction is also a growing problem. "I am addicted to Facebook, 
and so are all of my friends," Moulay said. "Not a day passes without me checking 
what has been posted. I spend more than three hours a day using it,” Chahda 
Snoussi added. "To me, it's an indispensable2 tool which enables you to remain 
connected to events, whether ones related to my friends or university life, or to the 
latest trends in the world of art and politics."  

Social media is particularly appealing to youth, added Mauritanian social 
analyst, Mouchtaba Ould Ahmed. "The virtual community has become an open 
space where individuals can exchange feelings, biographies, dreams and 
aspirations, away from the conventional authority of society."  

Adapted from: http://magharebia.com/

  

                                                 
1 The process of being visible after being concealed 
2 Absolutely necessary 
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B. Answer these questions. 
1. How many people use Facebook in Morocco? 
2. How did Hamid Bekkali feel before he created a Facebook account? 
3. Why is Facebook so important to Chahda Snoussi? 

C. Are these sentences true or false? Justify.  
1. The writer is optimistic about the future of social media. 
2. Chrief Ould Moulay has travelled to the USA. 
3.  Checks his Facebook account everysingle day. 

D. Complete these sentences.  
1. One of the disadvantages of social media is that it………………… 
2. Young people like social media because ………………. 

E. What do the underlined words in the text refer to?  
1. I (paragraph 2): …………………………… 
2. who (paragraph 3): …………………………… 
3. iy (paragraph 4): …………………………… 

F. Find in the text words that mean almost the same as:  
1. become larger (paragraph 1): …………………………… 
2. friends (paragraph 2): …………………………… 
3. environment (paragraph  5): …………………………… 

G. Which of the following would be the best title for the text. Choose the 
most appropriate one.  

□ Maghreb youth love Facebook. 
□ Maghreb youth love the internet. 
□ Maghreb youth love social media. 

H. Write a short paragraph answering the following question: 

 How can social media help students? 
___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Science and Technology 

A.  

• … as an indispensable tool 

B.  

1. More than 1.3 million. 

2. He felt lonely. 

3. It enables her to remain connected to her friends and to life events. 

C.  

1. True: social media certainly has a bright future in the region 

2. False: . . though I have never been abroad  

3. True: not a day passes without me checking what has been posted 

D.  

1. … has introduced new problems like isolation and internet addiction/leads to the 

emergence of social diseases. 

2. … it offers them an open space where they can exchange feelings, biographies and 

dreams in a free way. 

E. 

1. Hamid Bekkali  

2. University professor Amel Grami  

3. Facebook  

F. 

1. expand  
2. acquaintances  

3. space 

G. 

3. Maghreb youth love the social media. 

  


