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ENGLISH COLLOCATIONS (1)  

A collocation is a combination of two or more words that often go 
together. There are different types of collocations. Study these common 
ones and their Arabic translation, and then do the exercises below:  

Collocation Arabic translation 
adult literacy  و األمية للكبارحم  
boarding school  مدرسة داخلية 
brain drain  هجرة األدمغة 
civic education  التربية المدنية 
communication technology  تكنولوجيا التواصل 
computer system  نظام الكومبيوتر 
developed countries  الدول المتقدمة 
digital camera  كاميرا رقمية 
equal opportunities  فرص متكافئة 
to go through a crisis  مرَّ بأزمة 
to have fun  استمتَع  
to have the opportunity  حصل على فرصة  
higher education  التعليم العالي  
human rights  حقوق اإلنسان 
international organisations المنظمات الدولية 
literacy classes دروس محو األمية 
local communities المجتمعات المحلية 
to make mistakes ارتكَب أخطاء 
non-formal education التربية غير النظامية 
non-profit organisation منظمة غير ربحية 
note taking تدوين رءوس األقالم 
problem solving حل المشاكل 
sense of humour روح الدعابة 
sustainable development التنمية المستدامة 
to take measures اتّخذَ تدابير/إجراءات 
to take place نُّظم/أُقيم 
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PRACTICE 

A. Match the word that go together to make collocations. 

A B 
1. brain a. development  
2. non-profit b. mistakes  
3. sustainable  c. organisation  
4. non-formal  d. drain  
5. make  e. education  

B. Fill in each gap with an appropriate collocation from the list in the Review section.  
1. My uncle has a good ………………………; he always tells jokes.  
2. listening and ……………………… are important skills to understand presentations at 

university.  
3. The UNESCO helps ……………………… in rural areas to fight illiteracy.  
4. All citizens should have ……………………… regardless of their race, gender, or age.  
5. “Where will the next conference ………………………?” the journalist asked.  
6. Whenever you ………………………, remember to talk to your best friends.  
7. Narjiss hopes to continue her ………………………in Montpelier for a PHD degree.  

Self-test  

C. Match the words that go together to make collocations.  

A B 
1. computer  a. education  
2. problem  b. organisations  
3. international  c. system  
4. civic  d. fun  
5. have  e. solving  

D. Fill in each gap with an appropriate collocation from the list.  

went through a crisis - literacy classes - equal opportunities - took place - human 
rights - note taking - local community - higher education - have the opportunity 

 The new project is designed to help the 1)................ to build two new schools. It will surely 

provide 2)................ for girls and boys to benefit from primary education, which is one of the 

basic 3)................ 

 People who didn't 4)................ to go to school can join 5)................ where they can learn 

reading, writing and numeracy. 

 After BAC, students can continue their 6)................ at universities in Morocco or abroad.  

 The 2010 World Football Cup 7)................ in South Africa.  
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 Collocations 1 
A.  

1. brain drain  
2. non-profit organisation  
3. sustainable development  
4. non-formal education  
5. make mistakes 

B.  

1. sense of humour  
2. note taking  
3. local communities  
4. equal opportunities  
5. take place  
6. go through a crisis  
7. higher education  

C.  

1. computer system  
2. problem solving  
3. international organizations  
4. civic education  
5. have fun 

D.  

1) local community  
2) equal opportunities  
3) human rights  
4) have the opportunity  
5) literacy classes  
6) higher education  
7) took place 

  


