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ENGLISH COLLOCATIONS (2)  

A collocation is a combination of two or more words that often go 
together. There are different types of collocations. Study these common 
ones and their Arabic translation, and then do the exercises below:  

Collocation Arabic translation 
adult illiteracy  األمية بين الكبار  
brain gain  استقطاب األدمغة 
common good  الصالح العام 
computer illiterate  أمّي في استخدام الكومبيوتر 
critical thinking  التفكير النقدي 
cultural diversity  التنّوع الثقافي 
educational system  النظام التعليمي 
film making   األفالمصناعة 
formal education  التربية النظامية 
gender gap  الفجوة بين الجنسين 
general assembly  الجمع العام  
to have access  استطاَع ولوج  
health care  الرعاية الصحيّة  
high priority  أولوية قصوى 
information technology  تكنولوجيا المعلومات 
to look forward to  تطلّع إلى 
to make fun of  سِخر من  
mobile phone  هاتف محمول 
national initiative  مبادرة وطنية 
natural disaster  كارثة طبيعية 
non-governmental organisation  منظمة غير حكومية 
to pay attention   َانتبه 
rural areas  مناطق قروية/ريفية 
school subject  مادة دراسية 
secretary general  األمين العام 
to take care اعتنَى 
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PRACTICE 

A. Match the word that go together to make collocations. 

A B 
1. information  a. education  
2. gender  b. technology  
3. cultural c. diversity  
4. formal d. forward to  
5. look e. gap  

B. Fill in each gap with an appropriate collocation from the list in the Review section. 
Make any necessary changes. 

1. Many people in the countryside now ………………………to water and electricity.  
2. Betty always ………………………of her little sister when her mother is busy.  
3. The pupils were not realty ………………………to the lesson.  
4. Immediately after the ………………………, the government provided the victims with 

shelter, food and medicine.  
5. “Which ………………………do you find most interesting, Maths or Physics?” Dad asked 

me.  
6. “……………………… is an issue that should be given priority in our educational system.” 

Self-test  

C. Match the words that go together to make collocations.  

A B 
1. health  a. organisation  
2. brain  b. good  
3. non-governmental  c. care  
4. common  d. fun of  
5. make  e. gain  

D. Fill in each gap with an appropriate collocation from the list.  

critical thinking - natural disaster - educational system - have access – 
 rural areas - take care - computer illiterate - pay attention 

 Jane: I tried to 1)................ to this new website, but I couldn't. Can you show me how to do that? 

You know, I'm almost a 2)................ 

 Mary: Well, just wait a minute! I'll show you how to do that, but you have to 3)................ so that 

you can remember the steps.  

 Jane: Ok, let's try. 

□ One of the characteristics of a good 4)................ is its ability to encourage 5)................ in 

students.  

□ Nowadays many people have access to the internet, even those living in 6)................  
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 Collocations 2 
A.  

1. information technology  
2. gender gap  
3. cultural diversity  
4. formal education  
5. look forward to 

B.  

1. have access  
2. takes care  
3. paying attention  
4. natural disaster  
5. school subject  
6. adult illiteracy  

C.  

1. health care  
2. brain gain  
3. non-governmental organisation  
4. common good  
5. make fun of  

D.  

1) have access  
2) computer illiterate  
3) pay attention  
4) educational system  
5) critical thinking  
6) rural areas 

  


