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SUFFIXES (2)

An adjective suffix is a letter or combination of letters which is added to the 
end of a word to make It into an adjective. A verb suffix is used to make verbs 
from nouns or adjectives. 

Prefix Example Prefix Example 
-ic poetic (adj.) -ed surprised (adj.) 

-ical practical (adj.) -ing promising (adj.) 

-ous nervous (adj.) -y angry (adj.) 

-ive protective (adj.) -ize centralize (verb) 

-able reasonable (adj.) -ate formulate (verb) 
-ible digestible (adj.) -ify simplify (verb) 

-ful beautiful (adj.) -en darken (verb) 

-less thoughtless (adj.) 

PRACTICE 

A. Fill in each gap with an appropriate word from the list. 

homeless - talented - strengthen - originates - hospitalized - sleepy 

1. People generally feel ________________ after a hard day's work.

2. Mike's grandfather had a heart attack and was ________________this moming.

3. The film which won the Oscar was directed by the . .. . .... ... .. .. James Cameron.

4. Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, the French minister ________________ from the North of

Morocco.

5. Many people died in the explosions and many more became ________________.

6. The government's initiative aims to encourage investment and ________________ the

economy.

B. Put the words in brackets into the correct form.  

1. Can you play any (music) ________________ instrument?

2. This kind of information won't help anyone. It's absolutely (use) ________________.

3. I really (apology) ________________ for keeping you waiting so long.

4. Bob is a (rely) ________________ person, you can ask him to help you.

5. These jeans are too long. Can you (short) ________________them for me, please?
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6. The sports car was so (expense) ________________ that he needed a loan to buy it. 

7. You need to enter the code in order to (active) ________________ your account.  

8. Our teacher is very (help) ________________ .We like him very much. 

Self-test  

C. Underline the correct form in each sentence.  

1. Rick and Tina are very exciting/excited about having their first baby. 

2. The beauty of the Moroccan scenery will captive/captivate any nature lover. 

3. Bethany has a very active/activate lifestyle. That's why she's very fit. 

4. Jamie has a very impressive/impressed antique collection. 

5. We need to specify/specific the things to buy so as not to waste money on unnecessary 

purchases. 

6. The police are trying to identical/identify the victims of the fire accident. 

D. Put the words in brackets into the correct form. 

1. You're (luck) ________________ you have such a good relationship with your in-laws. 

2. We can't start our community project if we don't get any (finance) ________________ aid. 

3. Please (class) ________________ the bills according to the service and date. 

4. I finally got a job. I now feel (independence) ________________ of my parents. 

5. Some people (critic) ________________ the government's actions against corruption. 

6. It is (danger) ________________ to ride a motorcycle without wearing a helmet. 

7. To live in peace with each other, we must (tolerance) ________________ each other's 

religion, beliefs, values, and personal choices. 
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 Suffixes 2 
A.  

1. sleepy  
2. hospitalized  
3. talented  
4. originates  
5. homeless  
6. strengthen 

B.  

1. musical  
2. useless  
3. apologize  
4. reliable  
5. shorten  
6. expensive  
7. activate  
8. helpful  

C.  

1. excited  
2. captivate  
3. active  
4. impressive  
5. specify  
6. identify 

D.  

1. lucky  
2. financial  
3. classify  
4. independent  
5. criticize  
6. dangerous  
7. Tolerate 

 


