
IMAM ALI HIGH SCHOOL/MR EL BAHI/WRITING/A BIOGRAPHY - SAMPLE 

D:\ONEDRIVE\MEN\CLASSES\2016-2017\2ND YEAR BAC\WRITING\A BIOGRAPHY - SAMPLE.DOCX 

A BIOGRAPHY - SAMPLE 

 

  Marie Curie's Biography 

Marya Sklodowska, better known as Marie 
Curie, was the first scientist to receive two Nobel 
Prizes for her ground-breaking work in the field of 
Radioactivity. She was born on November 7, 1867 in 
Warsaw, Poland. She was brought up in a poor 
family, but she received a good education in local 
schools and some scientific training from her father. 

In 1891, Marya went to Paris to continue her 
studies at the Sorbonne where she obtained her 
Master's degree in physics in 1893 and earned 
another degree in mathematics the following year. It 
was during that time that she met a renowned 
chemist, Pierre Curie, who was then chief of the 
laboratory at the School of Physics and Chemistry. 
The two got married and Marie was able to pursue 
her studies on radioactivity. 

In 1898, the Curries discovered two new 
elements, polonium and radium, for which they were 
later awarded the Davy Medal and the Nobel Prize 
for physics. In 1905, Pierre was killed in a road 
accident. Marie received another great honour in 
1911, winning her second Nobel Prize, this time in 
chemistry. When the First World War started, she 
dedicated her time to the installation of X-ray 
machines in hospitals which helped save thousands 
of soldiers. 

Marie Curie pushed back many frontiers in 
science, setting a high bar for female academic and 
scientific achievement. Marie Curie died in 1934 of 
cancer caused by constant exposure to radioactivity. 
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A FILM REVIEW - ACTIVITIES 
1. Read the following example writing task and underline the key words.  

Write a biography for a student magazine of a person who had a big impact on 
your country or the world.  

2. Read this example biography, studying the tips in the margins.  
3. Read the example biography again and answer these questions. 

a. When and where was Marie Currie born? 
…………………………………………… 
b. What degrees did she get? 
…………………………………………… 
c. Who did she marry? 
…………………………………………… 

d. What discoveries did she make? 
………………………………………… 
e. What are her greatest achievements? 
………………………………………… 
f. How did she die ? 
………………………………………… 

4. Find in the example biography words or expressions which mean almost the same as.  
a. grew up (§1): ________________ d. given (§3):  ________________ 
b. got (§2): ________________ e. spent (§3):  ________________ 
c. continue (§2): ________________ f. passed away (§4):  ________________ 

5. Put the sentences in the best order in which they would appear in a biography Of Wangari 
Maathai. The first one has been done for you. (1. f) 

a. Since 1970, Wangari Maathai had been involved in working for environmental and women's 
causes 

b. She earned her Biology degree from Mount St. Scholastica College in Kansas and a Master's 
degree at the University of Pittsburgh. 

c. Aged 71, Professor Maathai died on 25 September 2011 after a fierce battle with cancer• 
d. She became chair of the Department of Veterinary Anatomy and an associate profess0r in 1976 

and 1977 respectively. 
e. In December 2002, Wangari Maathai was elected to Parliament and named as Deputy Minister 

in the Ministry of Environment a year later. 
f. Wangari Maathai was the founder of the Green Belt Movement, the author of several books and 

the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate. 
g. When she returned to Kenya, Wangari Maathai worked in veterinary medicine research at the 

University of Nairobi where she also earned a Ph.D. 
h. and, in 1977, she founded the Green Belt movement in Kenya, which has planted more than 10 

million trees. 
i. Born in 1940 in Nyeri, she was able to pursue higher education, a rarity for girls in rural areas 

of Kenya. 
6. Read the following writing task and underline the key words. 

Write an article for a student 
website about the life of a famous 
person that you admire a lot.  

Talk about his/her early life, 
education and successes and say 
what makes him/her so important. 
 
  

 Plan 
Introduction:  

Parag. 1: introducing the person & early life 
Main body:  

Parag. 2: education & early successes 
Parag. 3: greatest achievements 

Conclusion:  
Parag. 4: general comments & later life 

7. Use the tips and the plan above, and then write your composition.  
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A biography 

3.  

a. In Warsaw, Poland on November 7, 1867.  
b. A Master's degree in physics and another one in mathematics.  
c. Pierre Curie, a famous chemist.  
d. Polonium and radium.  
e. She won the Davy medal and two Nobel Prizes, one for physics and the other for chemistry.  
f. She died of cancer caused by radioactivity. 

4.  

a. was brought up  
b. obtained/earned  
c. pursue 
d. awarded e. dedicated  
e. died 

5. 

1. f 
2. i 
3. b 
4. g 
5. d 
6. a 
7. h 
8. e 
9. c 
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