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A DESCRIPTION OF A PERSON - SAMPLE 

say the name of the 
person, when, where 
& how you first met 

 Salah is my best friend. We have grown up together and 
lived in the same city since we first met in third grade. Many 
people think we are brothers a) in addition / as we have a lot 
of things in common, b) but / mainly we are just the best of 
friends.  

Physically, Salah is good-looking. He is a seventeen-
year-old boy, tail and slim. He has got short dark hair and 
brown eyes, with a round face and a tanned skin. He usually 
dresses casually, c) in short / especially at weekends when he 
wears informal clothes such as T-shirts and jeans. On 
weekdays, however, he prefers to be dressed in trendier clothes 
like suits which, he thinks, make him look smarter.  

Salah has a wonderful character. He is energetic and can 
work for long hours. He is trustworthy, too, and all those who 
know him think he is honest, fair and reliable. d) Moreover / 
Although he never loses hope and always expects things to get 
better; he is such an optimistic person! Yet, Salah can be a bit 
too frank and, sometimes, even a little impulsive. e) Due to / 
Despite that, people like to be around him and think that he is 
easy-going and good company.  

Salah has various interests, but his favourite pastime is 
playing sports. At weekends, he often goes swimming or plays 
football, f) Particularly / In fact, he is the best player in our 
team and, without him, we wouldn't have won the inter-school 
championship last year. He is also a big fan of books and enjoys 
reading. He likes to talk about the fantasy novels he reads and 
even makes up his own stories.  

g) In short / However, I feel I am very lucky to have Salah 
as a friend. He is so resourceful and has taught me so much 
about computers, books, and sports. h) As a result / More 
importantly, what I like most about him is his great sense of 
humour. It just feels good to be around Salah. 

  

  

describe the person's 
physical appearance 
  

talk about personal 
qualities & give 
examples 

 

 

 

talk about the 
person's hobbies & 
interests 

 

make general 
comments & express 
your feelings 
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A DESCRIPTION OF A PERSON - ACTIVITIES 

1. Read the following example writing task and underline the key words.  

Your English teacher wants you to write a description of a friend or 
relative that you admire, discussing the features and qualities that make 
him/her exceptional. 

2. Read this example description, studying the tips in the margins. 

3. Rewrite the underlined topic sentences, in bold, in the main body paragraphs in 

your own words.  

a. ______________________________________________________________ 
b. ______________________________________________________________ 
c. ______________________________________________________________ 

4. Read the example description again and underline the correct word or phrase.  

5. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words from the list:  

humour - well-dressed - keen on - company - with - curly - outgoing - close 
a. Jacques has been my ........................ friend for two years.  
b. Jacques is good-looking. He's tall and slim, ........................ a small nose and brown 

eyes.  
c. Jacques has got a round face and dark ........................ hair.  
d. Jacques always looks ........................ even in casual clothes.  
e. Jacques is very ......................... He is always friendly and loves to have fun.  
f. Jacques has got a fantastic sense of ........................ and he always makes me laugh.  
g. Jacques is very ........................ water sports. He likes sailing, swimming and 

surfing.  
h. I really enjoy Jacques's ......................... I'm sure we'll be friends for the rest of our 

lives. 
6. Read the following writing task and underline the key words.  

A teen website has asked 
bloggers to post in a 
description of their ideal 
person. 

Write about a person you 
admire, and say what makes 
you appreciate them so much. 

Plan 
Introduction:  
 Parag. l: name/when/where & how you met  
Main body:  
 Parag. 2: physical description  
 Parag. 3: personal qualities  
 Parag. 4: hobbies & interests  
Conclusion:  
 Parag. 5: comments & feelings 

  
7. Use the tips above and the plan opposite, and then write your composition. 
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A description of a person 

3.  

a. In appearance, Salah is handsome.  
b. Salah has a good personality.  
c. Salah has a lot of hobbies. 

4.  

a. a.as  
b. but  
c. especially  
d. Moreover  
e. Despite  
f. In fact  
g. In short  
h. More importantly 

5.  

a. close  
b. with 
c. curly  
d. well-dressed  
e. outgoing 
f. humour  
g. keen on  
h. company 

  




