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A FILM REVIEW - SAMPLE 

 

  I recently saw Soul Surfer (2011), a fantastic drama 
film a).............................. by the talented Sean 
McNamara. It is about the life of teen surfer Bethany 
Hamilton who, after a tragic surfing| incident, had to 
endure a lot to get her life back on track. The film 
b).............................. AnnaSophia Robb, Dennis Quaid 
and Helen Hunt.  

Bethany Hamilton is leading an ideal life in a 
splendid town by the sea, with a lovely family, a faithful 
friend and a wonderful passion for surfing. One 
morning, however, all this changes when a shark attacks 
her and bites off her left arm. The movie 
c).............................. Bethany's fight to recover from her 
ordeal and overcome her own fears of returning to the 
water. Thanks to her strong determination, and the 
never-ending support of her family and friends, she 
courageously learns to adapt to her handicap and 
manages to become a national champion again.  

I enjoyed watching Soul Surfer for many reasons. 
The surfing scenes were amazing, especially in 3D, and 
the special effects used to portray the missing arm were 
quite realistic. The acting also was excellent and the 
young AnnaSophla Robb was quiet 
d).............................. in her role. What I liked most 
about the movie, though, is Bethany's firm character and 
her perseverance to work past her handicap and set a 
good example to people facing hard times. One thing I 
don't like, however, is the way teenage lifestyle is 
portrayed in the movie. I think it is over-exaggerated 
and doesn't reflect the reality of American teenagers.  

Soul Surfer is a film well e).............................. 
seeing. With a stunning cinematography, plenty of 
emotional moments and inspiring lessons, Soul Surfer 
has a lot to offer. It's well written and the acting is 
exceptional. It can be enjoyed by parents and children 
alike. I definitely f).............................. it. 
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A FILM REVIEW - ACTIVITIES 

1. Read the following example writing task and underline the key words.  

Your teacher has asked you to write a review of a film you recently saw.  

Write your review of the movie, expressing your opinion about it and saying 
why you would recommend watching it.   

2. Read this example film review, studying the tips in the margins.  

3. Read the film review again and complete the table below.  
a. name of the film  : ____________________________________ 
b. type of the film  : ____________________________________ 
c. the name of the director  : ____________________________________ 
d. names of the main actors  : ____________________________________ 
e. name of the main character  : ____________________________________ 
f. main event in the film  : ____________________________________ 
g. positive points  : ____________________________________ 
h. negative points  : ____________________________________ 
i. reviewer's opinion  : ____________________________________ 
j. recommendation  : ____________________________________ 

4. Fill in each gap in the review with the appropriate word from the list.  
stars - worth - directed - recommend - convincing -reveals 

5. Complete the sentences with the words in the list. 
viewed -released - outstanding - based - realistic – poor 

a) The special effects made the disaster in the movie look quite………… 
b) Russell Crowe's performance in Robin Hood was………… 
c) The story was excellent, but the acting was of…………quality.  
d) The Avengers is one of the most…………films of all times. 
e) Harry Potter movies are…………on the novel series by J.K. Rowling.  
f) Since it was…………in 2011, the movie has won many awards. 

6. Read the following writing task and underline the key words. 

The English Club of your school 
is organizing a contest of the 
best film review to be published 
in the next issue of the school's 
magazine.  
 

 Plan 
Introduction:  

Parag. 1: facts & background information  
Main body:  

Parag. 2: main features of the story & 
characters  
Parag. 3: general comments & opinions  

Conclusion:  
Parag. 4: recommendation & reasons 

7. Use the tips and the plan above, and then write your composition.  
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A film review 

3.  

a. Soul Surfer 
b. drama 
c. Sean McNamara 
d. AnnaSophia Robb, Dennis Quaid, Helen Hunt 
e. Bethany Hamilton 
f. Bethany's struggle to overcome her handicap after a shark attacked her while surfing 
g. amazing 3D scenes, realistic special effects, excellent acting, strong messages 
h. exaggerated portrayal of American teenage lifestyle 
i. it has a lot to offer and can appeal to people of all ages 
j. worth seeing 

4.  

a. directed  
b. stars  
c. reveals  
d. convincing  
e. worth  
f. recommend 

5.  

a. realistic  
b. outstanding  
c. poor  
d. viewed  
e. based  
f. released 

  




