
IMAM ALI HIGH SCHOOL/MR EL BAHI/WRITING/A FOR-AND-AGAISNT ARTICLE - SAMPLE 

D:\ONEDRIVE\MEN\CLASSES\2016-2017\2ND YEAR BAC\WRITING\A FOR-AND-AGAISNT ARTICLE - SAMPLE.DOCX 

A for-and-agaisnt article - Sample  

present the topic 
without stating 
your opinion 

 The period after retirement has always been 
considered the best time to savour life. Recently, in 
Morocco, there has been a hot debate on changing the 
full retirement age to 65 years instead of 60. For many 
people, working up to 65 may have both advantages 
and disadvantages. 

There are many advantages to delaying 
retirement until the age of 65. a)……………………… 
this will solve some of the government's financial 
problems namely the pension fund deficit. The longer 
a person works, the more money goes into the state's 
treasury. b)………………………   is that working 
until the age of 65 keeps the individual active, which 
can delay memory loss and other diseases. 
c)……………………… of postponing retirement is 
that there will be more qualified and highly skilled 
workers whose competence and experience are 
valuable to the country's economic progress. 

However, fixing retirement at the age of 65 has 
also some distinct drawbacks. 
d)………………………   is that life expectancy in 
Morocco is low and very few people live beyond the 
age of 75. As a result, many people die before they 
benefit from their retirement pensions. 
e)………………………   is that, even if some retirees 
live longer, they often suffer from diabetes, 
hypertension and other chronic diseases.  Therefore, 
instead of enjoying life, they spend their time and 
money in hospitals. f)……………………… there will 
be less job opportunities for youths because the old  
will be occupying their positions for almost a lifetime. 

In conclusion, although the government claims 
that 65 is the appropriate time to place a person in 
retirement, I share the point of view of the millions of 
people who reject this proposal. 

  

give arguments 
in favour of 
retirement at 65 

 

  

give arguments 
against 
retirement at 65 

 

  

give a summary 
& express your 
opinion 

 

  
  

 



IMAM ALI HIGH SCHOOL/MR EL BAHI/WRITING/A FOR-AND-AGAISNT ARTICLE - ACTIVITIES 

D:\ONEDRIVE\MEN\CLASSES\2016-2017\2ND YEAR BAC\WRITING\A FOR-AND-AGAISNT ARTICLE - ACTIVITIES.DOCX 
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1. Read the following example writing task and underline the key words.  

Imagine you had a class discussion in reaction to the government’s proposal to change 
the age of retirement from 60 to 65 years. 

Write an article for your school magazine about the advantages and disadvantages of 
delaying retirement to the age of 65 years. 

2. Read this example email, studying the tips in the margins.  
3. Read the article again and complete the chart below.  

Advantages of retirement at 65 Disadvantages of retirement at 65 

a) ……………………………………………
……………………… 

d) ……………………………………………
……………………… 

b) ……………………………………………
……………………… 

e) ……………………………………………
……………………… 

c) ……………………………………………
……………………… 

f) ……………………………………………
……………………… 

  
4. Read the model text and complete the blanks with the correct words and phrases from 

the list.  

Another advantage - One disadvantage - To start with - 
Finally - A further point in favour - Another negative point 

5. Which of the underlined words and expressions in the example article are appropriate 
synonyms for the following?.  

a) opinion: ……………… b) shortage: ……………… c) profit: ……………… 
d) offers: ……………… e) discussion: ……………… f) illnesses: ……………… 
Sentences used at the beginning: .......  Sentences used at the end: .......  
6. Read the following writing task and underline the key words. 

Thousands of Moroccan 
students resort to extra evening 
courses to improve their level and get 
better results. 

Write an article for your 
school’s website about the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
taking extra courses. 

 Plan 
 Introduction:  

Parag. 1: present the topic without stating 
your opinion  
Main body:  
Parag. 2: arguments for 
Parag. 3: atguments against 
Conclusion:  
Parag. 3: summary and opinion  

 

7. Use the tips and the plan above, and then write your composition. 
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A for-and-against article 

3.  

a. solves some of the government's financial problems 
b. keeps people active and delays diseases 
c. keeps qualified workers in service 
d. risk of dying without benefiting from retirement pensions 
e. retirees are unlikely to benefit from their retirement due to poor health 
f. less job opportunities for younger people 

4.  

a. To start with 
b. Another advantage  
c. A further point in favour  
d. One disadvantage  
e. Another negative point  
f. Finally 

5.  

a. point of view  
b. deficit  
c. benefit  
d. opportunities 
e. debate  
f. diseases 
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