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A NARRATIVE (STORY) - SAMPLE 

 

give your story a title  An unfortunate Rescue 
It was a beautiful, sunny August Sunday. My family 

and I were in a campsite. The place was peaceful and the 
atmosphere was lively. The kids were busy swimming 
while their parents were relaxing under the sun-umbrellas 
and sipping their cold drinks. 

As soon as we arrived, I ran to the pool with my three-
year old niece, Rania, who was very excited to learn how to 
swim. A short while afterwards, Rania and I were in the 
water. At that moment, my daughter Hanane took off her 
clothes and joined us. She couldn't jump because she wasn't 
a good swimmer. While she was hesitating, Siham, Rania's 
mother, still in her clothes, was walking quietly towards 
her. It looked as if she was going to push Hanane into the 
water. She could have succeeded if she hadn't slipped and 
fallen into the pool. Knowing Siham couldn't swim, I 
immediately dived, grabbed her and pushed her out of the 
water. 

Just as I was savouring my heroic accomplishment, an 
urgent thought captured my mind. "Rania! Where's Rania?" 
I yelled. At that very moment, as I was pulling myself out 
of the swimming pool, I saw a crowd gathering around the 
lifeguard who was holding my niece. She was blue and 
could hardly breathe. I was shocked! And what made 
matters worse was the people who were staring at me as if I 
were a criminal. Shortly afterwards, I realized how serious 
the situation was. I rescued my sister but I nearly caused the 
death of her daughter. Luckily, the lifeguard had been 
watching the scene and was able to save Rania and get her 
out of the water. 

Today, seven years later, I still can't explain how my 
niece ended up in the pool. One thing I am sure of, though, 
is that if the lifeguard hadn't intervened at the right moment, 
we could have lost her forever. I am so relieved things 
turned out all right eventually. 

talk about the setting 
(when/where/ 
weather,…) 

  

  

describe what 
happened in 
chronological order 

 

  

 

 

talk about how events 
developed & their 
effects 

 

 

say what happened in 
the end & how you felt 
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A FILM REVIEW - ACTIVITIES 

1. Read the following example writing task and underline the key words.  

The English Club of your school is running a writing competition. Students are 
invited to write a story about a day out that was either enjoyable or very unpleasant. The 
events can be real or imaginary. Write your story.  

2. Read this example film review, studying the tips in the margins.  
3. Read the example narrative again and complete the chart below. 

a) place : ____________________________________ 
b) date/time : ____________________________________ 
c) weather : ____________________________________ 
d) main characters : ____________________________________ 
e) main events : ____________________________________ 
f) feelings : ____________________________________ 

4. Which of the underlined words and expressions in the example narrative appropriate 
synonyms for the following.  

a) fortunately: ________________ b) immediately after: ________________ 
c) after that': ________________ d) at that exact time: ________________ 
e) at once: ________________ f) as: ________________ 

5. Circle the correct answer 
a) I was sleeping peacefully when, all of a sudden/quickly, I heard the sound of breaking 

glass 
b) Anne was mugged later/as she was coming home from work yesterday afternoon. 
c) There were a lot of other tourists waiting, but we got a room easily because we had made 

reservation two months earlier/ago. 
d) As soon as/ Immediately the police arrived, they started evacuating the building. 
e) Afterwards/Finally, the ambulance arrived and took the casualties to hospital. It had been a 

terrible experience. 
f) As we got closer to our destination, our car ran out of petrol. Fortunately/Unfortunately, 

we had a 10-litre spare tank in the trunk. 
g) I walked into the room quickly/quietly so as not to make any noise and wake my friends up. 
h) When we finally reached the shore, we were extremely exhausted and could suddenly/ 

hardly breathe. 
6. Read the following writing task and underline the key words. 

 Write a story about a 
real or imaginary experience 
where you felt really 
embarrassed. Organize your 
narrative in chronological 
order, using adverbs and 
adjectives to make your story 
interesting. 

 Plan 
Introduction:  

Parag. 1: when/where & weather 
Main body:  

Parag. 2: what happened in the     
beginning 
Parag. 3: what happened afterwards  

Conclusion:  
Parag. 4: what happened in the end 
  & feelings 

7. Use the tips and the plan above, and then write your composition.  
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A narrative 

3.  

a. camp site  
b. summer August Sunday 
c. sunny and beautiful  
d. writer, Rania, Hanane, Siham, and the lifeguard  
e. the writer and his family went for a swim; Siham fell into the pool; the writer rescued Siham 

and nearly killed her daughter  
f. relieved 

4.  

a. luckily  
b. as soon as  
c. later  
d. at that very moment  
e. immediately  
f. while 

5.  

a. all of a sudden 
b. as  
c. earlier  
d. As soon as  
e. finally  
f. fortunately  
g. quietly  
h. hardly 
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